OLIVER   CROMWELL.
CROMWELL. Truly God hath, blessed me in it exceedingly, and I hope will do so still. Your lordship hath observed most truly the inclinations of the officers of the Army to particular factions, and to murmurings, that they are not rewarded according to their deserts, that others who have adventured least have gained most, and they have neither profit, nor preferment, nor place in Government, which others hold who have undergone no hardships nor hazards for the Commonwealth ; and herein they have too much of truth, yet their insolency is very great, and their influence upon the private soldiers works them to the like discontents and murmurings.
Then as for the members of Parliament, the Army begins to have a strange distaste against them, and I wish there were not too much cause for it, and really their pride and ambition and self-seeking, engrossing all places of honour and profit to themselves and their friends, and their daily breaking forth into new and violent parties and factions.
Their delays of business and design to perpetuate themselves, and to continue the power in their own hands ; their meddling in private matters between party and party, contrary to the institution of Parliaments ; and their injustice and partiality in those matters, and the scandalous lives of some of the chief of them ; these things, my lord, do give too much ground for people to open their mouths against them and to dislike them.
Nor can they be kept within the bounds of justice and law or reason, they themselves being the supreme power of the nation, liable to no account to any, nor to be controlled or regulated by any other power, there being none superior or co-ordinate with them.
So that unless there be some authority and power so full and so high as to restrain and keep things in better order, and that may be a check to these exorbitances, it will be impossible in human reason to prevent our ruin.
WHITELOCK. I confess the danger we are in by these extravagances and inordinate powers is more than I doubt is generally apprehended ; yet as to that part of it which concerns the soldiery, your Excellency's power and commission is sufficient already to restrain and keep them in their due obedience, and, blessed be God, you have clone it hitherto, and I doubt not but by your wisdom you will be able still to do it.
As to the members of Parliament, I confess the greatest difficulty lies there, your commission being from them, and they being acknowledged the supreme power of the nation, subject to no control, nor allowing any appeal from them.
Yet I am sure your Excellency will not look upon them as generally depraved, too many of them are much to blame in those things you have mentioned, and many unfit things have passed among; them ; but I hope well of the major part of them, when great matters come to a decision.
CROMWELL. My lord, there is little hopes of a good settlement to be made by them, really there is not ; but a great deal of fear that they will destroy again what the Lord hath done graciously for them and us ; we all forget God, and God will forget us, and give us up to confusion ; and these men will help it on, if they be suffered to proceed in their \vays ; some course must be thought on to curb and restrain them, or we shall be ruined by them.